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The Gild fell the monopoly of trading during the twelfth and thirteenth
Merchant. centuries There is no mention of the gild merchant in
Anglo-Saxon history, and to all appearances it was estab-
lished in England after the Norman settlement. The con-
solidation of national life, a process set in motion by the
Norman Conquest and accelerated by the administrative
genius of Henry I. and Henry II., fostered the growth of
towns and the expansion of trade ; this in its turn would
facilitate the development of a specially mercantile institu-
tion in which the trading activities of the borough would
be focussed at a single point. In its organized form the
gild merchant was perhaps introduced from the Continent,
though some kind of commercial association could scarcely
have been completely absent before. The earliest known
reference to the gild merchant is in a charter to the town of
Burford (1087-1107)*; it is also found occasionally in the
town charters of Henry I., and appears very often in
Angevin charters. Altogether about a hundred towns in
England, and seventy in Ireland and Wales, are known to
have contained a gild merchant2; it was thus a widespread
and not an exceptional institution of municipal life. But
in some towns, London, Norwich and the Cinque Ports
among others, a gild merchant seems never to have been
established 3. A document has recently come to light con-
taining direct mention of a gild merchant in London in 1252,
but this is too unusual to be conclusive, and may be an
error of the chancery clerk who drafted the charter4. The
concession of a gild merchant was by far the most valuable
franchise conferred in borough charters, and was usually
expressed in the formula : " Know ye that I have granted
to the men of [Andover] that they have their gild merchant
in [Andover] "5. It carried with it certain franchises which
were commonly too well known to need rehearsal: thus King
John gave to Nottingham a gild merchant " with all the
liberties and free customs which should or usually belong
1 Gross, Gild Merchant, i. 5.     Tt is also mentioned in a document,
1093-1109.                             * The list of towns is given ibid. i. 9 seq.
3  Ibid. i. 21, note 5 ;  Hudson, Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich, p. Ixxxviii.
4  The English Historical Review, xviii. 315.
* British Borough Charters (ed. Ballard), i. 205.